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Morning Star Sunday Service                      March 7, 2021 
 

Welcome     
 

Call to Worship  RECORDED  
One: Show us your ways, O Lord! 
Lead us in your truth, and teach us. 
All: Open our eyes, minds, and hearts 
to know your will and to follow it. 
One: Reveal your vision for us, 
and keep us focused and faithful to what you would have us do. 
All: Bring us together to worship and work for your purpose, 
and move us forward into your future. Amen. 
 

Song  
 

Candle Liturgy   
There is so much during the day that clamors for our attention. Friends, family, 
work, classes, household tasks. And the noise! We are bombarded with sound, 
from the clock that awakens us to the telephone, the radio, the television, the 
conversation that we have or overhear. Where is the time and place to listen for 
the still, small voice of God? Sometimes it seems that God would have to speak 
in a whirlwind to be heard above the clamor! Listen now. There is a place of 
quiet rest, and it is the place where God dwells within you. Close your eyes. Be 
aware of the place. In Lent we journey to the parts of ourselves known only to 
God, beneath the clamor. Let the story of Jesus reach us there. Let it teach us 
wisdom in our secret hearts. 
 
(Pause for a moment of silent reflection) 
 
As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain of violence 
in the world. 
 (one candle is extinguished) 
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Let us pray: 
All: Draw us together in your love, O God. May our restless hearts not 
resist you, but continue to search until they find their rest in you. We pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Song 
 
Confession (Ross) 
O God, you search us out and know us, 
and all that we are is open to you. 
We confess that we have sinned. 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we avoid examining ourselves 
but jump to examine our neighbors: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we show great discipline in pursuit of worldly wealth, 
but invest neither energy nor enthusiasm in the treasures of the Spirit: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we clamor for your crown, 
but refuse to shoulder your cross: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we confess you amongst your friends 
but deny you when your enemies close in: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we build our comforts and pleasures on the sacrifice of others, 
instead of sacrificing our privileges to build a world that all can share: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we would rather crucify the prophets 
than unweave the web of injustice. 
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Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we demand instant results 
and scorn those who find value in waiting, 
in yearning, even in suffering, even in dying: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
When we look for 
an easier gospel; 
a lighter cross; 
a less demanding savior: 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 

Pardon  (Ross) 
 
Song 
 

Children’s Moment – Stump the Pastor  
Children’s Moment – Angie’s Video  
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Offering  
 
Pastoral Prayer (including prayer requests) 
 
Scripture  (Ross) 
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Matthew 19:16-26 

16 Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to 
have eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is 
good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” 18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall 
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not 
bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, “I have kept all 
these;[a] what do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, 
sell your possessions, and give the money[b] to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this 
word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astounded and said, “Then who can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them 
and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.” 

 
Reading: Can Anybody Be Perfect?    RECORDED   
There was a man who felt incomplete. Something was missing. Even though he seemed to 
have it all, he was not sure if his life was whole. He was wealthy, respected, loving, and lived 
at peace with others. What more could he need?  

He was not sure what he needed, so he asked Jesus about it. The young man wanted to 
know how to have eternal life. He wanted his earthly life to have meaning and wholeness.  

Jesus told him the way to meaning and wholeness was to follow the commandments 
(rules/laws) God gave Israel. Maybe you’ve heard of the Ten Commandments. These 
commandments help guide us toward love and justice. This is good advice. The rich young 
man had tried living this way, but he still didn’t feel whole. So, Jesus told him, “If you wish to 
be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 

Perfect? Can anybody be perfect?  

In the time of Jesus, the word “perfect” meant “whole” or “grown-up” or “virtuous” or 
“complete.” Think of it this way. Jesus saw a young man with a lot of wealth and power at an 
early age. Maybe today, the young man would be a YouTuber or a top gamer. Jesus told him 
that if he wanted to grow as a human being, level up his maturity, he would have to let go of 
his riches and figure out what mattered most to him.  
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Something amazing happens when we hold our stuff a little looser and give riches away. 
When we give to our neighbor, when we choose to love our neighbor more than our wealth, 
we become the people God created us to be. We become whole. Jesus knew this is very 
difficult for rich young men, but Jesus also said all things are possible with God! 

 

Sermon  (Ross) 
 
Affirmation of Faith  RECORDED  
We believe in God, 
creator of all that is and shall be, 
redeemer of all that is less than it could be, 
sustainer of our living, our loving, our being. 
We believe in the cross of Christ, 
drenched in hatred and cruelty, 
yet overflowing with God's unquenchable love. 
We believe in the bread of life: 
broken and shared it opens our eyes to the presence of Christ and 
strengthens us for the journey. 
We believe in the pain suffered by Christ: 
all our hurts, torments and betrayals 
magnified in the purity of love, 
and embraced that we might be free. 
We believe in the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
poured into the hearts of those 
who with courage and resolve 
refuse to trade integrity for popularity. 
We believe in the gospel, 
good news offered to us in Jesus, 
despised by the world 
but leading us in the way of life. 
We believe in love: 
the nature of God, 
a gift unsurpassed, 
but a mystery only fulfilled 
when all else is relinquished. 
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We believe in light shining from darkness 
in mercy vanquishing bitterness, 
in life bursting free where death reigned. 
How then shall we live? 
How shall this faith take flesh in the world? 
The cross? We will take it. 
The bread? We will break it. 
The pain? We will bear it. 
The joy? We will share it. 
The Gospel? We will live it. 
The love? We will give it. 
The light? We will cherish it. 
The darkness? God shall perish it. 

 
Holy Communion – The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 
You brought all things into being and called them good. 
 
From the dust of the earth you formed us into your image 
 and breathed into us the breath of life. 
 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
 
When rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, 
 you bore up the ark on the waters, saved Noah and his family, 
 and made covenant with every living creature on earth. 
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When you led your people to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights, 
 you gave us your commandments and made us your covenant people. 
 
When your people forsook your covenant, 
 your prophet Elijah fasted for forty days and forty nights;  
 and on your holy mountain, he heard your still small voice. 
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
When you gave him to save us from our sin, 
 your Spirit led him into the wilderness, 
 where he fasted forty days and forty nights to prepare for his ministry. 
 
When he suffered and died on a cross for our sin, you raised him to life, 
 presented him alive to the apostles during forty days, 
 and exalted him at your right hand. 
 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
 you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
Now, when we your people prepare for the yearly feast of Easter, 
 you lead us to repentance for sin and the cleansing of our hearts, 
 that during these forty days of Lent we may be gifted and graced 

to reaffirm the covenant you made with us through Christ. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
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"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, 
 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
 that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
 one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
 until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
 all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God ), now and for ever. 
 
(Communion is served.) 
 
Song:  
 
Announcements   
 
Benediction  
May your hearts find grace, may your souls know peace. 
May your minds be renewed; may your eyes see the light,  
And your ears hear the glory of Jesus Christ in your midst.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
 


